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NICOLE BELOLAN, PHD
nicole@nicolebelolanconsultinglic.com |
https://nicolebelolanconsultingllc.com/

EDUCATION

University of Delaware

2017, Ph.D., History of American Civilization

2012, M.A., History

2009, M.A., Winterthur Program in American Material Culture

The Pennsylvania State University

2007, B.A., American Studies, French Minor — With Honors from the
Schreyer Honors College

Employment History

February 2023-Present, Nicole Belolan Consulting LLC, Consulting Historian Public
Historian and Independent Scholar, Riverton, NJ

¢ Recent projects

o Museum of Russian Art, Minneapolis, MN, RE:VIEW

o New Jersey Council for the Humanities, Humanities Lab accessibility

workshop
o University of Minnesota, REPAIR History disability history web site content
evaluation

o National Park Service/National Council on Public History, Disability History
Handbook writing, review, and workshop (publication transferred to
academic press due to federal restrictions on content)
New York City Department of Education, reviewer and essay writer,
disability history curriculum
Facilitator, Accessibility Working Group, National Council on Public History
James Monroe’s Highland project collections manager (IMLS-funded)
120 East State, Trenton, NJ, interpretive planning consultant,
Friends of Cooch’s Bridge Historic Site, oral history project manager and
article author (in progress)
Roebling Rowhouse Project, Roebling Museum, Roebling, NJ, researcher
and writer of historic research report (in progress)
o City of Wilmington, DE, Researcher and writer, Caesar Rodney and his

involvement with slavery and enslavement

o O O O @)

o

August 2018-2023, Public Historian in Residence, Mid-Atlantic Regional Center for the
Humanities (MARCH), Rutgers University-Camden/National Council on Public History

August 2017-June 2018 Program Coordinator and Postdoctoral Fellow-in-Residence,
Consortium for the History of Science, Technology and Medicine, Philadelphia, PA

August 2016-June 2017, Rowan University, and Curator, Red Bank Battlefield Park


mailto:nicole@nicolebelolanconsultingllc.com
https://nicolebelolanconsultingllc.com/
https://www.repairhistory.org/
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(house museum and historic site), Gloucester County, NJ

August 2013-December 2014, Graduate Assistant for Sustaining Places, University of
Delaware Museum Studies Program, Newark, DE

June 2009-August 2010, Cataloguing Assistant, IMLS Furnishing Textile Cataloguing
Project and Lunger Cataloguing Project, Winterthur Museum, Wilmington, DE

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

An Independent Man: Ed Roberts and the Fight for Disability Rights, Scot Danforth,
Review (forthcoming, commissioned by the Pacific Historical Review).

"Disabled People and Early American Material Culture," in This is a Place We Made, ed.
Kathleen M. Brian, forthcoming. (Previously a National Park Service Publication).

“Crutches, Material Culture, and Disability In Eighteenth- and Nineteenth Century Early
British North America,” in The Routledge History of Disability in America, ed. Laurel
Daen and Sarah Handley-Cousins, forthcoming.

“William Lee: George Washington’s Enslaved Valet,” in Hidden Voices: Americans with
Disabilities in United States History, ed. Michael Rembis (New York: NYC Department
of Education, 2024), 83-92.

File/Life: We Remember Stories of Pennhurst. A project of the Institute on Disabilities,
Temple University, College of Education and Human Development. Jonathan Atiencia,
David Bradley, Harold Gordon, Ramona Griffiths, Cecilia Lee, Jacob Lee, Danielle
Moore, Frank Orr, Biany Perez, Nicki Pombier, Maria Teresa Rodriguez, Margery Sly,
and Lisa Sonneborn, Community Archivists and Collaborating Artists. April 20-23, 2023,
Arch Street Meeting House, Philadelphia; July 25-27, 2023, The Russell Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC; additional sites listed here. Published in The Public Historian,
46, 1 (February 2024): 151-157. Read here.

“Disability History,” January 3, 2024, The Inclusive Historian’s Handbook.

“Folklife and the Material Culture of Disability History in Early America,” in Nicole
Belolan and Marla Miller, eds., Living with Disabilities in New England, 1630—1930
(Deerfield, MA: Dublin Seminar For New England Folklife, Inc., 2024), 142-159.

Nicole Belolan, “Choosing and [Not?] Using Atrtificial Limbs in 19th-Century America,”
Historic Deerfield Magazine, Health and Wellness, Volume 19 (Autumn 2021): 9-13.

“The Material Culture of Gout in Early America,” in Elizabeth Guffey and Bess
Williamson, eds., Making Disability Modern: Design Histories (New York: Bloomsbury,
2020), 19-42.


https://www.weteachnyc.org/resources/resource/hidden-voices-americans-with-disabilities-in-united-states-history/
https://www.weteachnyc.org/resources/resource/hidden-voices-americans-with-disabilities-in-united-states-history/
https://disabilities.temple.edu/programs-services/media-arts-culture/file-life-stories
https://nicolebelolan.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/file-life-review.pdf
https://inclusivehistorian.com/disability-history/
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Book review—Terry Childs and Mark S. Warner, eds., Using and Curating
Archaeological Collections, in History News: The Magazine of the American Association
of State and Local History Vol. 75. No. 2 (Spring 2020): 37.

“Dear Dr. Gruber,” All of Us, July 21, 2020.

Confined to Crutches’: James Logan and the Material Culture of Disability in Early
America,” Pennsylvania Legacies, Vol. 17, No. 2 (Fall 2017): 6-11.

“An ‘effort to bring this little handicapped army in personal touch with beauty’:
Democratizing Art for Crippled Children at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1919-
1934,” New York History 96, 1 (Winter 2015): 38-66.

“Object Lesson: Desire Tripp and Her Arm’s Gravestone,” Common-Place, 13, 3 (Spring

2013).

“From the Collection: ‘The Blood of Murdered Time’: Ann Warder’s Berlin Work
Collection at Winterthur, 1840-1865,” Winterthur Portfolio 45, 4 (Winter 2011): 321-352.

EDITING

Nicole Belolan and Marla Miller, eds., Living with Disabilities in New England, 1630—
1930 (Deerfield, MA: Dublin Seminar For New England Folklife, Inc., 2024).

Editor, with Sarah Case, LGBTQ Public History: Reports from the Field (National
Council on Public History, October 2019).

Founding Editor, All of Us, Disability History Association blog.

SELECTED WORKSHOPS, PANELS, AND PAPERS

DISABILITY HISTORY

Presenter, “Telling Disability Histories in Historic House Museums,” National Society of
the Colonial Dames of America, online, November 20, 2025.

Roundtable Participant, NPS Disability History Handbook pre-launch event, online, July
2025.

Presenter, Researching Disability History in Revolutionary-era Delaware, Revolution
250: Planning for the Semiquincentennial, Delaware Public Archives, Dover, DE,
February 3, 2025

Chair, Disability, Material and Visual Cultures in Early America, Disability in the Vast
Early Americas Conference, October 2023, University of Notre Dame, IN, October 21-
22,2023


http://allofusdha.org/editorial/dear-dr-gruber/
http://commonplace.online/article/object-lesson-desire-tripp-arms-gravestone/
http://commonplace.online/article/object-lesson-desire-tripp-arms-gravestone/
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/LGBTQePubOct212019FINAL.pdf
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/LGBTQePubOct212019FINAL.pdf
http://allofusdha.org/
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Convener, Disability History in Public Space Roundtable Discussion, Art-Reach Cultural
Accessibility Conference, October 3-5, 2023

Speaker, “Disability Things’ In National Park Collections,” National Park Service
(internal), August 15, 2023

Public Talk: “Disability History, Contemporary Rights,” Sunday, June 11, 2023, National
Constitution Center, Philadelphia, PA.

Capstone Presentation, “Folklife and the Material Culture of Disability History in Early
America,” Dublin Seminar for New England Folklife and Culture, June 25, 2021

“Crutches,” History of Science Society and Society for the History of Technology Virtual
Forum Joint Round Table, October 10, 2020

Discussant, Making Disability Modern Roundtable Discussion, February 11, 2021, Bard
Graduate Center

Panelist, “Disability Rights in the United States: A History in Three Parts,” Dallas
Holocaust and Human Rights Museum, August 13, 2020

“Accessing the Material Culture of Physical Disability in the Early Republic,” Society for
Historians of the Early American Republic Annual Meeting (SHEAR), July 19, 2019

What William Birch Left Out: The Visual Culture of Disability in Early America,” William
Birch and the Complexities of American Visual Culture: A Symposium Celebrating the
Tenth Anniversary of the Visual Culture Program at the Library Company of
Philadelphia, Library Company of Philadelphia, October 5, 2018

“The Material Culture of Living with Physical Disability at Home, 1700-1900,” Tuesday
Talk, DAR Museum, Washington, DC, April 11, 2017,
http://www.dar.org/museum/education/museum-program-videos.

“Gamaliel’s Artificial Leg and Elizabeth’s Invalid Furniture: Disability and Bradford
Family History,” Reclaiming a House’s History, Duxbury Rural and Historical Society,
Duxbury, MA, March 25, 2017

Panelist for post-performance audience discussion about disability and The Elephant
Man, by Bernard Pomerance, performed by the Resident Ensemble Players (REP),
University of Delaware, March 16, 2017

“Shawnee Captive, Unhealthy Sister, and Infirm Shaker: Constructing Histories about
People with Disabilities through the Things they Used at Home,” Society for the History
of Early Republic Annual Meeting (SHEAR), July 19, 2014


http://www.dar.org/museum/education/museum-program-videos
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“‘Dismembered Memory: Desire Tripp and Her Arm’s Gravestone,” Newport Historical
Society Annual Meeting Keynote Address, Newport, Rl, September 22, 2011

ACCESS AND INCLUSION

“10 Things Every Teacher and Student Should Know about US Disability History,”
Learning Lounge, State of New Jersey Department of Education, Division of Teaching
and Learning Services, October 15, 2024. Online.

“Disability, Language, and Public History Communication” workshop National Council
on Public History, August 9, 2024. Online.

“Accessibility and Disability History at Museums and Historic Sites,” Countdown to 2026
Series, Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National Historic Trail, April 3,
2024. Online.

Convener, Disability History in Public Space, Roundtable Discussion, Cultural
Accessibility Conference, Art-Reach, October 3-5, 2023. Online.

Public Talk: "Disability History, Contemporary Rights," Sunday, June 11, 2023, National
Constitution Center, Philadelphia, PA.

“Disabilities Then, Disabilities Now,” Democracy Conversation Project, NJ Humanities,
Multiple Sites, 2022-2024

Panelist, Doing Accessible Digital History, American Historical Association Annual
Meeting, January 2023

Panelist, Disability Justice in Preservation, Preservation League of New York State,
September 27, 2022

Panelist, “A Public Historian’s Toolkit for Disability Justice,” National Council on Public
History Annual Conference, May 2, 2022

“Building an Audience for Accessible Digital Programs,” New Jersey Historical
Commission Webinar and NJ Humanities Webinar, May 28, 2020

“Best Practices of Preserving Collections and Providing Access in a Crisis,” New Jersey
Historical Commission Webinar, April 20, 2020

Accessibility Lab, Small Museum Association Annual Meeting, February 16, 2020

“Accessible Museums, Accessible Objects: Interpreting Material Culture of
Disability for Contemporary Audiences,” Crossing Boundaries: Interpreting
Institutionalization, Disability Rights, and Public Policy in the Mid-Atlantic
Region, Mid-Atlantic Regional Center for the Humanities (MARCH),
November 19, 2016
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SELECTED TEACHING

Department of History, Rutgers University-Camden
Museums in the Digital Age (graduate seminar) (Fall 2023)
Development of the United States I: U.S. Survey | (undergraduate survey) (Fall 2022)

Accessibility and Inclusion in Public History and Public Life (graduate seminar) (Spring
2021)

Continuing Education in Historic Preservation, Rutgers University-Camden
Reading Groups for Robert Morris’s Folly, Historic Real Estate, Ethnic Renewal in
Philadelphia’s Chinatown, The House on Diamond Hill, and Plundered Skulls and
Stolen Spirits, Entangled Lives, Smell Detectives (2020-2022)

Preservation Showcases (Spring 2022 and Fall 2022)

Introduction to Online Historic Sources for Preservation Research (October 12 and 19,
2019)

Introduction to Historic Interiors (Five-week workshop, spring 2019)
Cleaning Historic Interiors for Beginners (May 10 and 17, 2019)
Department of History, University of Delaware

History Museums Behind the Scenes (undergraduate seminar) (Summer 2017 and
Winter 2018)

World History from 1400-Present (undergraduate survey) (Summer 2014)
Department of History, Rowan University

American Material Culture Studies (undergraduate seminar) (Spring 2017)
Introduction to Public History (undergraduate seminar) (Fall 2016)

SELECTED BOARD SERVICE

2019-2024, Board Member, Disability History Association
2018-2023, Ex-officio Board Member, National Council on Public History
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SELECTED FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

2023, Outstanding Young History Alumni Award, The Pennsylvania State University
2020, Rutgers-Camden Chancellor's Award for Staff Excellence in Service

2018, NEH Summer Institute, Global Histories of Disability

2015-2016, University of Delaware Dissertation Fellowship

2015-2016, Winterthur Library Dissertation Fellowship

2015, American Antiquarian Society Center for Historic American Visual Culture
Fellowship

2015, General Society of Colonial Wars Caesar Rodney Fellowship

2015, Philadelphia Area Center for History of Science (now Consortium for the History
of Science, Technology and Medicine) Research Fellowship

2015, Winterthur Library Short-term Research Fellowship

2013-2014, Delaware Public Humanities Institute Fellowship (DELPHI), Center for
Material Culture Studies, University of Delaware

OTHER TRAININGS AND CERTIFICATIONS

Rutgers Environmental Steward (In progress)

PUBLIC SERVICE

2026-present, Councilwoman, Borough of Riverton, NJ



